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2022-2023
Tribute Book
& Friends All Around Program

MC Opening Remarks and Live Auction 

Friends All Around Co-Chair Welcome 

Executive Report 

Parent Remarks 

Member Remarks 

Video Presentation

Raffle Drawing 

Friends All Around Presentation:
The program begins at 6:45





Dear Friends,

Never a dull moment! Living in these ever changing times, it is so rewarding to see the continued growth at The Friendship Circle.
We have completed construction at The Beacon (our new teen space, dedicated to teens and their mental health needs upstairs
at 1926 Murray Ave) and have begun to welcome teens into this new community asset that we are certain will be a "Beacon" to
our community overall. 

And we cannot wait to get "Bunny Bakes" off the ground on the first floor of the new building. This inclusive business is named in
memory of a dear friend and disability advocate  Bernita "Bunny" Buncher. It will provide fresh, quality baked goods while also
serving coffee in what we anticipate to be a warm, inviting, community space. Please stay tuned as this business takes off! 

And, of course, our overall programming continues to develop and evolve to meet the needs of our community in this day and
age. We are honored to play such an important role in our community - ensuring that it is and always will be an inclusive and
welcoming one - and to all the excitement that the coming year will bring. 

We are grateful to our friends, our families, our community and our staff who make our programs what they are and, of course, to
our sponsors and supporters who allow us to do what we do without any cost to participants. Thank you. 

Sincerely,

Rabbi Mordy and Rivkee
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A message from
Rivkee & Rabbi Mordy
Executive Director, Rabbi Mordy Rudolph, and Director,
Rivkee Rudolph, reflect on a year of friendship & growth
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A message from
Geri Recht

Dear Friends,
 
“We all have a bit of everything,” says a famous quote by Dr. Sacks.  And what could be a more suitable description of how
Friendship Circle has the power to bring positive change into the world as we thrive to create a more ALL INclusive community
— we are ALL IN, ALL INcluded, ALL INspired because we are uniquely made up of a bit of everything.

I want to share how proud I am of the Friendship Circle programs this past year.  Our programs offer to a bit of everything for
everyone!  From community events like the Walk4Friendship to hosting our very own Friends on Air Podcast led by our Teen
Wellness Committee, from personal 1-on-1 meet-ups with Friends at Home to taking almost 300 members to Kennywood, from
virtual options where members can participate in the comfort of their own homes to Pop Up Baking where we get our hands
messy in the kitchen, from gymnastic flips with our youngest Junior Friends to Friends on the Town Happy Hours with our adults,
from hitting a ball at Sports League to just chilling together in the FC Lounge, I could go on about the wonderful programming
that our members kvell about — but instead, I encourage you all to come and see for yourselves! 

 In addition to these wonderful ALL IN programs,  I am personally excited to have the sweet smell of baked goods oozing out of
"Bunny Bakes" doors, flowing down Murray Ave to draw in neighbors from around the community to both enjoy our baked goods
and get exposed to our ALL INclusive community!  And, because “we all have a bit of everything," we are thrilled to launch "The
Beacon," a vibrant space with a focus on uplifting and supporting the well-being and mental health of ALL teens. We are ALL IN!   

With my ALL IN love,

Geri Recht, Board Chair

Friendship Circle Board President
Geri Recht, reflects on being ALL IN
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Mission Highlights 



 ©2023 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC.

Discover the Difference
of True Partnership
Baird is proud to support The Friendship Circle and
Friends All Around!

Baird Pittsburgh Region

www.baird.com
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The Friendship Circle is All IN when it comes to a
lifelong lifeline for friends of all abilities! We lead with
inclusion, starting with the youngest of members, our
Junior Friends ages 10 and under, and through to young
adults, our Friends on the Town and FC Alumni. This
means that a member can join as young as 5, or while in
grade school, middle school, or high school, and find
opportunities for friendship and support tailored to that
age group. Once an FC member is a part of our circle,
their journey continues through to adulthood, when
they can experience inclusive job training, internship,
and employment opportunities through Friendship
Fellows or our FC Bakery. ALL are INcluded for a
lifetime of friendship, belonging, and opportunity. It’s
that simple.

All INcluded

The Lifelong Journey

 of  Friendship 
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Friendship 
Circle Classics

Unique
INterests

From Friends at Home to

Sunday Circle to Winter

Camp, our classic, well-loved

Friendship Circle programs

never miss a beat. These

opportunities invite friends

to hang out and enjoy fan-

favorites like crafts, music

circle, games, and trips -

bringing friends together in

simple yet impactful ways.

Friendship Circle clubs are where members'

interests thrive! Opportunities such as

Dance Club, Art Club, and Rock Climbing

Club invite friends who love to express

themselves or try something new. Our clubs

offer unique activities centered on specific

hobbies or adventures, always prioritizing

the connections that shared interests

cultivate. 

ExperiencINg Fun!

Winter Camp made possible by
the generous support of  the
Robert and Mary Weisbrod

Foundation. 
 

Friends at Home made possible  
 by the generous support of

Sylvia and Martin Snow Family
Fund.

 



PART OF THE FABRIC OF OUR

COMMUNITY
Supporting the people and places that make it special.
fnb-online.com | 1-800-555-5455
MEMBER FDIC
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 Out and About and Always INcluded
Friends on the Town Dinners & Trips
With the busy schedule that adulthood can bring, young adults often connect through shared
experiences. Friends on the Town offers our adult members a wide variety of such shared experiences.
Friends on the Town welcomed 22 new members this year, bringing us to 102 members, not to
mention our new friends in the Young Adult Network. This year our friends have been "on the town"
to places including ASCEND Rock Climbing, Sky Zone, Mix Candle Co., Dave and Busters, Cool Springs,
Carnegie Natural History Museum, Trace Brewing, Zone 28, and so many more!

From chill dinners at FC where friends gather and catch up to trips to places like the history museum
and the movie theater, Friends on the Town are out and about, but always ALL IN with friends!

 Friends On The Town made possible by the generous support of The
Edith L. Trees Charitable Trust.



Clark Hill is Honored to Support
The Friendship Circle of Pittsburgh's
Friends All Around 2023: ALL IN!

We commend Mordy, Rivkee, the
Friendship Circle’s staff, David Goldberg,
and the Board for their good work.

Learn more at clarkhill.com

This m
aterial m

ay be deem
ed "A

ttorney A
dvertising."

Making a positive impact in our
community is one of Clark Hill's
core values.
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The FC Pop Up Bakery and the Friendship Fellows Program work to provide opportunities for
young adults with disabilities to work in the FC office or in paid positions in a bakery setting. Our 14
Fellows and 10 Bakers receive job training, as well as the opportunity to earn income and contribute

in their own ways to the greater Pittsburgh community.
 
 

All INcluded in the Workforce

"When I see people at the bakery, I love
talking to them and helping them out

whenever needed."
-Menachem T, FC Baker

"Thank you for working with me this year at
Friendship Circle. You are the best people in my life!"

-Michael L, FC Fellow
 

The Friendship Fellows Program and the Friendship Circle Pop Up
Bakery made possible by the generous support of The Edith L. Trees

Charitable Trust, the FISA Foundation, Edgar and Adele Snyder, and the
EQT Foundation.
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Allderdice High School
The Ellis School
Hillel Academy of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh CAPA
Shady Side Academy
Winchester Thurston School
Yeshiva Girls’ School of
Pittsburgh
Community Day School
Baldwin Area High School

Developing Leaders!
Teen leaders share the importance of
disability INclusion at their local high schools
through our FC Clubs in Schools program.
FC Clubs in Schools is active in these school
districts! (And counting!)

FC Clubs in School  made possible by the generous
support of The Pittsburgh Foundation

All INvested: Advocacy, 
Outreach & Community Service
While we facilitate friendship and connection, we also INvest together in the community we
share. The Friendship Circle provides a variety of opportunities for members, families, and
community participants to get INvolved in community service, outreach, and advocacy for
inclusion. 

Our Kids Who Care middle schoolers gather for workshops to learn about the ways they can
make a difference and plan volunteer days where they craft kits for shelter animals and
people experiencing homelessness, clean sidewalks and plant flowers, and thank our local
first responders, to name a few examples.

Kids Who Care made possible by the 
generous support of  Ladies Hospital Aid Society
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Segregation to Inclusion Graphic 

“Look critically at inaccessibility and
ask – why does it have to be this way?” 
-Disability Experience Panel with Liza Gerber, Libby
Powers, Paul O' Hanlon, and Heather Tomko

“Intersectionality matters. Diversity
matters. We have to take responsibility
for LEARNING ABOUT OURSELVES.” 
-Chaz Kellem, on 'Intersectionality and Disability"

In addition to our core social inclusion and equity mission, The Friendship Circle works hard to prioritize
education, advocacy, and outreach through Training Tracks and FC Talks. These programs encourage
Friendship Circle teens and adults to make their voices heard, to advocate for what’s right, and to take
action by sharing our mission and core values with the greater community. 

Through roundtable discussions led by experts in our community, participants
develop leadership skills that better the Pittsburgh community and beyond. 

“Demonstrate your strengths but be
comfortable with your weaknesses.” 
~Chaz Kellem, on 'Intersectionality and Disability"

"Employment is vital to the human
experience, everyone deserves a
chance to have a job."
-Employment Rights Panel with Brian Kluchorosky,
Mary Hartley, and Colton Vazquez

Heard at Training Tracks:

FC Talks and Tracking Tracks made possible by the generous support of PNC Charitable Trust

Capitol  Crawl
Washington, DC 1990

All INformed - FC Talks & Training Tracks
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All INspiring: Celebrating
Friendship and Each Other
Our Circle is defined by friendship and the ways that diverse individuals can come together to break social barriers and build
connections that sustain and empower all of us. But our Circle wouldn’t exist without the unique individuals who are All In for
inclusion and show up for themselves and their friends in countless ways every day. Our members excel as leaders,
advocates, helpers, speakers, artists, athletes, community members, and so much more – and all are encouraged and
strengthened by the power of friendship.

 Amanda at Special Olympics
Colton speaking at City Hall

Ross 's Purim PlayJacob and Abby walk through
 with Allderdice leadership

All IN for our Friends
Friendship goes beyond the four walls or timeline of an FC
program. Here's how some of our friends show up for each
other.

Reid and Jacob
"Jacob and I are ALL IN because we are
friends at FC, school, CREW and we hang out
and text too. I went to his orchestra concert
and we went to the AJR concert together
and had milkshakes. We are good friends for
each other."- Reid 

Shay and Lexi
"My friendship with Shay is the
best gift I could ever have in my
life. When I am with her I feel
loved, safe, and we always have
fun. I am All IN with my friendship
with Shay. Love you, Shay!"- Lexi

Colton and Clayton 
"Colton and I clicked from the start. We both love to goof around and
have a good time. When you enjoy someone's company, keeping up
with the friendship is a no brainer" - Clayton

 Chaya, Baila, Naomi
and Isabel 
“We are ALL IN because we
get to see each other at FC
lounge and spend time
together, be silly together,
laugh together, and play
together. We love
Friendship Circle.” 



ALL IN for BuildINg More! 
With the launch of The Beacon and the further development of our FC Bakery, 1926
Murray Avenue is our hub for innovation in 2023! By INviting local teens to experience
mental health and wellness programs and resources, and young adults with disabilities
to work in a community bakery, we are working to set a replicable standard for
inclusion and demonstrate the many ways innovative solutions can support
strong communities, businesses, and the people who contribute to them.

Bunny Bakes 
With around 40 customers and 100+
orders each month, we are happy to
report valuable lessons learned that

continue to inform the building of
the long-term Bakery business plan.

Stay tuned for the opening date! 

The Beacon

The 1926 Murray Avenue Project Supported By:

Al legheny Foundation
Jack Buncher Foundation
Phi l ip  Chosky Charitable and Educational  Foundation
EQT Foundation
Fine Foundation
Giant  Eagle Foundation
Highmark Foundation 
Mary Hi l lman Jennings Foundation
Jewish Healthcare Foundation
Massey Charitable Trust
McElhattan Foundation
Charles M.  Morris  Charitable Trust
Pennsylvania Redevelopment Assistance Capital  Program (RACP)
Edith L.  Trees Charitable Trust
The Dale H.  and Jeane V.  Smart  Foundation 
Snee-Reinhardt  Foundation
Robert  and Mary Weisbrod Foundation
Marlene Behrmann Cohen and David Plaut  
Adrienne and Herbert  Mal let

The Beacon is a vibrant, inclusive community
space dedicated to uplifting and supporting the
well-being and mental health of Pittsburgh teens. 
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What We Do 

The Beacon rests on the foundation of Friendship Circle of Pittsburgh’s mission to create a more inclusive
community that supports people with diverse abilities and needs. It is a space designed by teens, for teens. The
Beacon will offer open hours, in addition to specific programming.  The programing will introduce mindfulness and
self-awareness to help teens improve their emotional resilience and strengthen their coping capacity. Facilitated
by trained staff, we will empower teens to advocate for themselves and one another as they learn to care for their
mental health.

In addition to an informal environment and safe space that provides peer and staff support, there will be activities
that help members in the following areas:

Self-advocacy
Self-care
Emotional expression
Connecting with others
Handling social media

Activities will be engaging and fun while leaving room for the expression of more difficult emotions. All activities
will be adapted for a range of abilities and learning styles. Critical to the success of our mission is the participation
of our Teen Wellness Committee. They continue to provide input and make decisions on every facet of the work
and space. 

Setting boundaries
Mindfulness
Recognizing the need for help
Finding purpose
Handling anxiety and depression
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Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA
Year joined: 2017

"The Friendship Circle is a place
that every time you walk
through the front door, you
realize how much it means to
yourself and the community. I
am ALL IN for the people I meet
every day I come to work."

25

ALYSSA FIFE
PROGRAM MANAGER

JULIA AVERBACH
MANAGER OF MEMBER
ENGAGEMENT

PAIGE EDDY
ADULT & PARTNERSHIPS
COORDINATOR

Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA
Year joined: 2016

The Friendship Circle has been a
part of my life for as long as I can
remember. It is such a privilege to
not only work here but also extend
the mission of FC beyond these
four walls and into my everyday
life.  I am ALL IN because of all of
you! "

Hometown: Mount Laurel, NJ
Year joined: 2018

"I am ALL IN at The Friendship
Circle because I understand the
value of inclusion. It is a privilege to
work at a place like FC that
encourages people to be their true
selves. Everyone deserves to have a
place like FC that they can go to feel
a sense of belonging and
community."

Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA
Year joined: 2019

"I am ALL IN for the friendships
and connections that I have been
able to make over the years
working at The Friendship
Circle!"

MEGAN MARKOVITZ

Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA
Year joined: 2023

"This year, I hope to grow by
creating more partnerships
with local organizations and
further fostering our inclusive
mindset in the greater
Pittsburgh communities. I am
ALL IN."

FRIENDS ON THE TOWN PROGRAM
COORDINATOR

SAM NEEMAN
ADMIN SPECIALIST

Hometown: Brookville, PA
Year joined: 2022

I am ALL IN working at 
The Friendship Circle because
it's a wonderful community that
is so accepting of all abilities
and backgrounds."

& what being All IN means to them...

KAITLIN HENS-GRECO
CLINICAL DIRECTOR OF THE
BEACON

Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA
Year joined: 2010-2013 & 2022

"The Friendship Circle
celebrates, encourages, and
supports the community in
showing up as they are - that
decision to see each other's
strengths is why I am ALL IN
with The Friendship Circle." 

BECCA GREENHOUSE
TEEN ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR

Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA
Year joined: 2022

"I am ALL IN at The Friendship
Circle because first off I absolutely
LOVE working here and being part
of this awesome community!
Inclusivity is not only important to
me on a professional level but
personal as well as I strive to create
a more inclusive environment in
my day-to-day life."

ANN GRANDINETTI
DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNITY
OUTREACH COORDINATOR

Get to Know FC Staff



Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA
Year joined: 2023

"What you do makes a
difference, and you have to
decide what kind of difference
you want to make. I am ALL IN."

AYALA ROSENTHAL
TEEN MEMBER ENGAGEMENT AND
PARTNERSHIPS COORDINATOR 

FRIENDSHIP BAKERY
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

RICHARD POWER
PROGRAM ASSOCIATE, PULSE
FELLOW

Hometown: Chapel Hill, NC
Year joined: 2018

"Most people who know my story know
that I moved from North Carolina to
Pittsburgh to work at The Friendship
Circle. I have been ALL IN at FC since I
got the call that I was hired. Working at
Friendship Circle is such a privilege,
because you are actively a part of
making people feel like they belong
every day. There is no better feeling!"

Hometown: Wexford, PA
Year joined: 2022

"I am ALL IN at working at the
Friendship Circle because of its
commitment to inclusion within the
Pittsburgh community, especially
because I have a physical disability.
As such, I am always looking for
ways to make sure everyone is
included in everything."

Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA
Year joined: 2021

"Having been a part of the Friendship
Circle community as a teen, and now as
a staff member, FC's mission has
always resonated with me. I am ALL IN
because I have been impacted by the
friendships and connections that the
organization builds, and feel lucky to be
able to facilitate those relationships
amongst our teen members!"

MARIEL WARD

Hometown: Ann Arbor, MI
Year joined: 2022

"I am ALL IN for spaces that you
can feel comfortable enough to be
vulnerable in. Friendship Circle
encourages people to be fully
present and allows us to express
ourselves freely in a way that’s not
oppressive or minimizing to
ourselves."

PROGRAM AND ENGAGEMENT
COORDINATOR

ALLY WEEKLY 
WELLNESS COORDINATOR

Hometown: Fort Myers, FL
Year joined: 2021

"During hard times or good,
being ALL IN means protecting
your core characteristics and
continuing to develop."

EMILY VOGT
ADULT ENGAGEMENT
COORDINATOR

Hometown: Akron, PA
Year joined: 2017

"I am ALL IN because I want
everyone to feel included,
known, and valued here at FC!"

LUCY SOMMER
HOST COMMITTEE COORDINATOR

Get to Know FC Staff

CARA PAOLICELLI

HALLIE  WEINSTEIN

OFFICE AND FACILTIES MANAGER
Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA
Year joined: 2023

"I'm ALL IN because I believe deeply
in building an inclusive community
where everyone has opportunities for
friendship! I've been involved with
Friendship Circle for many years
both here and in Richmond, Virginia,
and I have seen just how important
this work is!"

& what being All  IN means to them...
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GILA ZIMBOVSKY
OFFICE MANAGER

GRACE WHITED
PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

Hometown: South Portland, ME
Year joined: 2021

"I'm ALL IN at the Friendship Circle
because of our amazing FC
community! I love seeing everyone
involved and engaged in our
programs-from planning to putting
on the event!"

Hometown: West Palm Beach, FL
Year joined: 2016

"Being ALL IN means reflecting
on my own understanding and
conceptions of the spaces I
occupy and the community I
am in."

Get to Know FC Staff
& what being All IN means to them...

Many thanks to the amazing FC Staff for all of their
hard work!

 From the Friendship Circle Community







Abby Blank

Celebrating our 
2023 Graduates

Grace Boyer

Ursula Brown

High School: Allderdice High School

“FC has quite literally shaped my
entire life. I have become kinder, more
understanding, and overall a better
person and friend. I have learned the
true importance of inclusion,
unequivocal friendship, and
advocacy.”

High School: The Ellis School

“I am glad that Friendship Circle has
challenged me to step out of my comfort
zone and learn the stories of people with
varying abilities.”

High School: Allderdice High School 

“I've gained an appreciation for
community and experienced what it
means to belong with strings at FC.”

Katriel Camp
High School: The Ellis School

“Being at Friendship Circle has opened
my eyes and given me the opportunity
to meet lots of different people and
make new friends; its been an
experience I am really grateful for. ”

Antonio Cerri

High School: The University School

“My time at The Friendship Circle
has been so meaningful and I will
always cherish it.”

High School: Yeshiva Girls
School of Pittsburgh

“FC was a really good experience
and I’m glad I was able to join!”

Lilly Adamo

Abby Ben-Lapid

High School: Fox Chapel Area High School 

“Being a part of FC is one of the things I
am most happy about. The mission is
something I believe in."

21
30

Ava Figlar

High School: Franklin Regional Senior
High School 

“I really enjoyed meeting a variety of
different people at The Friendship Circle
who all make me feel the same amount
of love. I no longer feel alone, or even
afraid to be alone, now that I’ve spent
time at FC.”



Celebrating our 
2023 Graduates
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Liam Friedlander

21

Leora Goldberg

Dora Gordon

Adrianna Grande

Aaron Grant 
High School: Allderdice High School

“Throughout these 6 years, I have
seen how Friendship Circle is a place
where everyone can thrive and grow
while connecting with one another."

High School: Hillel Academy of
Pittsburgh

“Friendship Circle has changed
the way I view the world.”

High School: Allderdice High School

“With Friendship Circle, I have
become more confident in who I am,
both as a person and as a friend.”

High School: Baldwin High School

"My involvement in The Friendship
Circle helped me to figure out what
I stand for as a person and what I
want to strive for in my future."

High School: Central Catholic High School
 
"Friendship Circle reinforced the rules of
community, kindness, love, and friendship. Seeing
what friendship stands for, I knew I had to join."

Emily Gutstein
High School: Shady Side Academy

“Being a part of Friendship Circle has made
me a more compassionate person. I’m more
aware of the people around me and am able to
find ways to connect with everyone. ”

Noah Indianer
High School: Fox Chapel High School

“I have grown as a person and a friend
through building connections with
everyone at FC over the years.”

Dalia Kolko
High School: Allderdice High School

“Being at Friendship Circle all these years has
made me a more kind and caring person.”



Celebrating our 
2023 Graduates

Jenna Lazar

21

Marley McFarland

Chloe Pressman

Hannah Pretter

Georgie Rabner
High School: Upper St. Clair High School 

“Friendship Circle as meant a lot to me.
It made me comfortable. It gave me a
place where I can be me and I can be
with friends."

High School: Oakland Catholic High School 

“When I first walked into Friendship Circle
in the fall, I never knew I could become so
connected to a community of people in
such a short amount of time.”

High School: Winchester Thurston

“Because of Friendship Circle, I find
myself noticing when things aren't fair
or accessible.”

High School: The Ellis School

“I’m so glad that I had the opportunity
to be a part of this amazing
community, and I’m excited to come
back to visit in college and see
everyone again!"

High School: Winchester Thurston

“I feel that during my time at Friendship
Circle, I have learned patience and how to
speak up for myself and others.”

Aviva Rafkin
High School: Yeshiva Schools 

“I am going to miss Friendship Circle and all
my FC friends so much, but I will keep my
wonderful memories with me forever.”

Melanie Rock
High School: Mt. Lebanon High School

“Through Friendship Circle, I have
learned the true values of being a
friend, but also the true impact of
building these relationships."

Elle Ruttenberg
High School: Shady Side Academy

“My time at The Friendship Circle has
shown me how important it is to show
true kindness to others, as well as the
importance of inclusion.”
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Celebrating our 
2023 Graduates

33
21

Sophia Strafford

Dani Strauss

AJ Tannenbaum

High School: Baldwin High School 

“FC has given me a new perspective
on how to help others."

High School: Shady Side Academy 

“Friendship Circle is unlike any other
organization, group, or club that I had
ever been a part of before.”

High School: Shady Side Academy

The relationships I made at FC have
had a big impact on me and I am so
glad I had the chance to meet and
spend time with so many amazing
people."

High School: Allderdice High School

“I have learned so much about people
and how to approach all sorts of
situations because of The Friendship
Circle.”

Kieran Taylor

High School: Western Pennsylvania School for
the Deaf

“Even if we only see many of these wonderful
people at Friendship Circle events, the family
atmosphere is not lost on us, always so many
open arms and open hearts. ”

Amanda Yu
High School: Allderdice High School

“I have learned to be more actively inclusive,
especially in leadership roles that FC helped
me come into, and become more aware of how I
can help bring positive change to our
community."

Danny Ziegler

High School: Mt. Lebanon High School

"I love that you have the opportunity to try
so many new things while developing
connections with other people. 
I would like to always keep the spirit of
Friendship Circle with me."

Sara Scheeser

Maya Zimmerman

High School: Allderdice High School

“I cannot express enough gratitude for the
Friendship Circle. I have learned that no
matter the circumstance, every individual
is worthy of a place where they belong. "
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thank you to our dedicated
board of directors

Geri Cohen Recht, Chair

David Goldberg, Vice-Chair

Alan Gordon, Immediate Past Chair

David Khani, Treasurer

Joe Reschini, Vice-Treasurer

Mollie Hanna Lang, Secretary

 

Ruth Ann Crawford

Lenny Davis

Elyse Eichner

Debbie Graver

Karen Oosterhous

Rachel Petrucelli

Andrew Rabin

Nicole Ruttenberg

Stacey Seewald

Jeffrey Steiner

Carol Tabas

Dr. Laura Voigt

sincere thanks to our
co-chairs & event committee

Event Co-Chairs:

Rachel Petrucelli, Karen Oosterhous, Stacey Seewald

Event Committee:

Lauren  Americus 

Astrid Arroyo

Natalie  Baum

Deb Berlin

Maya Beck

Lydia Blank

Katherine Delgrande-Zesch

Elyse Eichner 

Jan Engelberg 

Lynn Farber

Mindy Firman 

Marta Fox

Rachel  Golden

Teresa Grande

Sheila  Holzer 

Loretta  Hurley 

Joanie Isenberg

Beth Jacobs

Amy Jaffe

Reuti  Kashi 

Kathy Klein 

Samantha  Klein

Eydie Kolko 

Dara Lazar 

Margo Litwin

Lynda Mallinger

Etti Martel 

Sandra Moffatt

Amy O'Brien Bird 

Marian Opoku-Dakwa

Alisa Paul

Emily Perlow

Dorothy Pollon

Geri Recht 

Ronna Riffle

Ilyssa Ringold 

Nicole Ruttenberg

Yafa Schnadower

Lisa Silverman 

Amy Spear

Susan  Sternburg

Cindy  Vayonis 

Lindsey  Wedner 

Nina  Wolgelenter 
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Shoutouts!
Abby, Congratulations on your graduation!

Lots of Love, Sarah
 

Congrats Graduates! I will really miss you next year! 
Come back and hang out at FC and Allderdice! Love, Reid 
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Thank you to our 2023 Event Sponsors
Thank you for your support!

Lead Sponsors 
Aliya Health Group 

Anonymous

Harry Davis & Company 

Adrienne & Herbert Mallet

The Pollon Family

Louisa & Jimmy Rudolph

Diamond Sponsors 

Giant Eagle Foundation 

Highmark

The Karp Family Foundation

Lamar

Louis Anthony Jewelers 

Debbie & Lloyd Myers

PNC

Rita & Andy Rabin

UPMC 

Platinum Sponsors 
Jewish Healthcare Foundation

PJ Dick - Trumbull-Lindy Group

The Reschini Group

Gold Sponsors 
American Textile

Anonymous

The Bird Family

BDO

Baird

Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh 

      Foundation

Clark Hill

Elyse & Marty Eichner

EQT

First National Bank

Megan & Robert Glimcher

Lori & Richard Guttman

Ellen & Jack Kessler

Kerry & Robert Levin

Tracy & Jon Levy

Perfectly Planned by Shari

Pittsburgh Steelers

Lori & Lou Plung

Geri & Steve Recht

The Rosenberg Family

Carol Tabas

Stuart Nord

Reed Smith

Gold Sponsors 

Double Chai Sponsors 
Alco Parking

Nancy & Steven Cohen

Hyman Family Foundation

Pam & David Khani

McKnight Realty Partners

Rugby Realty

Silver Sponsors 
Anonymous

Tucker Arensberg

Ruth & Scott Apter

big Burrito Restaurant Group

Duane Morris LLP

Kuhoo & Jeff Edson

Jan & Howard Engelberg

Fox Rothschild

F.J. Busse Company, Inc.

Ina & Larry Gumberg

Rhonda & Mark Horvitz

Huntington National Bank

Nicole & Thomas Kramer

Mollie Hanna Lang & Tom Lang

Natalie & Kenn Moritz

Ilyssa Ringold & Marc Unangst

Specialty Consultants Inc.

Chai Sponsors 
Nancy & Nadav Baum

Lenore & Manuel Blum

Debra & William Demchak

Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C.

Gerald Flaxer Charitable Foundation

The Goldston Family

Taunya & Darryl Hall

Rosemary & Howard Loevner

Amy Jaffe & Grant Mason

Karen Oosterhous & Christine Solie

PWWG Architects

Devorah & Izzy Rudolph

Rachel Paul Antin & Jason Antin, 

     Anna Vishnevetsky Paul &

     Joshua Paul

Terri Polacheck

Karen & Tony Ross & Family

Stacey & Scott Seewald

Signature Financial Planning

Amy Spear

University of Pittsburgh School of  

       Social Work

Drs. Laura & Andrew Voigt

Wagner Agency, Inc. & Jacobson

        Associates Inc. 

Woodland Management

Dr. John Waldman

Bronze  Sponsors 
Achieva

Cheryl Americus

Amy & David Bahm

Gail & Norman Childs

Sarah & Michael Della Vecchia

The Duckworth Haggerty Group

       Merrill Private Wealth Management

Fox Learning Systems, Inc.

Fragasso Financial Advisors

Mor & Benny Greenberg

Merris & Yram Groff

The Jewish Chronicle

Anna & Gregg Kander

Little's Shoes

Marcus & Shapira LLP

Joanne & Ben Simon

McGuireWoods LLP

Karen Clay & Todd Mowry

Orr's Jewelers

Rachel and Shamus Petrucelli

Jennifer Poller & Jon Prince

Linda & Jim Rosenbloom 

      Orange Theory Fitness Pittsburgh

Bronze  Sponsors 
Jamie & Eytan Rosenthal

Rivers Club

Rubinoff Realty

Susan Sternburg & Jim Epstein

Linda & Martin Supowitz

S&T Bank

TWIN Capital Management, Inc.

Workscape

Judy & Rocky Wein

Sponsors
Susan Ballengee

Deb & Don Berlin

Lydia and Craig Blank

Betsy & Marc Brown

Amy Brourman & David Malone

The Brufsky Family

Marina and Jeremy Goodman 

Linda & Alan Gordon

Scott Gordon

Jill Schumacher and Howard Gutstein

Laura & Eric Hamilton

Anne & Michael Levin

Mainstay Life Services

Etti and Yossi Martel

The Meyers Family

Anita & Sam Michaels

Beth and Micah Jacobs

S. Alexanndra Kreps, M.D.

Simone & Dan Rubin

Barbara and Michael Schneider 

Silvia & Alexander Speyer

Maureen Staley & Miki Szabo

Amy & Lou Weiss

Liora and Lee Weinberg

continued...continued...
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Thank you for your support!
All in-kind sponsors listed contributed or pledged an item to our Friends All Around 2023 auction.

Friends All Around 2023 IN-Kind Sponsors

ALCO Parking

Max Alto

All Occasion Party Rental

American Textile Company

Astrid Arroyo & Michael Uzyak

ASCEND Pittsburgh

Nancy & Nadav Baum

Natalie & Brian Baum 

Danielle Blewitt Photography 

Bella Christie & Lil Z’s Sweet Boutique

Amy O’Brien & Jose Bird

One Brillant

Kate Marie Brown Photography 

Broudy Printing

Jill & Adam Brufsky

Build-a-Bear

Carabella

Carnegie Science Center

Cafe Eighteen 

Checks

Childrens Museum of Pittsburgh

Choices 

Contemporary Concepts 

David Bachman Photography

Direct Axis Creative

Cathy & Dan Droz

Elegant Edge Catering

Dina Ellen

Embassy Suites

Mark Exler

Feathers

Randy Frankel

Randy Fix

FrameSmith

Funk Balloon

Giant Eagle

Jeremy Goodman

Goldfish Swim School

Glendorn Lodge

Lou Guarino & Family

Forefont Dermatology 

Glassworks

Gymkhana Gymnastics

Jewish Community Center of Pittsburgh

Kashi Jewelers

Reuti & Alan Kashi

Colleen & Peter Katz

Dr. Amy Kimball

Lamar Advertising

Larrimor’s

Anthony Izzy Salon 

Illustrated Nail Art PGH

Hair by Damien 

Henne Jewelers

Heniz History Center

Beverly & Lee Hurwitz

Little’s Shoes

Louis Anthony Jewelers

Ben Kander

Simone Karp

Kona Ice

M Nails

The Mallet Family

Massage Envy

Jim McCaffrey

Jim & Kim Meyers

Mimosa's Nail Bar

Mike the Balloon Guy

Milky Way

Steven Ray Miller

Elan Mizahi

Aaron & Donielle Morgenstern

Murray Avenue Kosher

Natural Eyebrow Threading 

Tim Oxenreiter

Laurie Paolicelli

Perfectly Planned by Shari

Emily & Adam Perlow

Judy & Chuck Perlow

PGT Trucking, Inc.

Picket Fence 

Pigeon Bagel

Pitt Ballet Theatre

Pittsburgh Birth Nerd

Pittsburgh Steelers

Pittsburgh CLO 

The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium

The Pollon Family

Prizant Dermatology 

R. Chiara

Radiant Promotions

The ReAwaken Project

Geri & Steve Recht

Ree & Joe Reschini

The Reschini Group

Face Painting by Rikki

Rita’s Italian Ice

Diamonds by Rothschild

Harry Rothschild

Mordy & Rivkee Rudolph

Nicole & Lance Ruttenberg

Serenity Salon

Shape Fitness 

Yafa Shanowder

Simmons Farm

Skin Center 

[solidcore]

Starbucks

The Supowitz Family

Sybil Wellness 

Squirrel Hill Flower Shop

Miss T's Nails

Carol Tabas

Toyology Toys

Trust Franklin Press

Urban Air Adventure Park

Brian Valen

ViviPilates

Jane & Howard Voigt

Jack Wolf Photography 

Welly Bottle

Weisshouse

Lenore Wossidlo

Carrie & David Work

Zone 28
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Friendship Circle Annual Program Donors*

*All donors listed contributed

$2,500 and above in support of

our annual programming

Ampco-Pittsburgh Charitable Foundation
Anonymous (3)

Bernstein Family Foundation
Nancy Bernstein & Robert Schoen

Jack Buncher Foundation
Barbara & Gerald Chait

Charles M. Morris Charitable Trust
City of Pittsburgh (CDBG)

Edith L. Trees Charitable Trust
Marlene Behrmann Cohen & David Plaut

Jan & Howard Engelberg
The Grable Foundation

Honkus-Zollinger Charitable Foundation 
Highmark Foundation 

Amy Jaffe & Grant Mason
The Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh

Jewish Healthcare Foundation 
The Joseph Rattner Memorial Endowment Fund

The Karp Family Foundation
Carmen & Jim Kossis 

Ladies Hospital Aid Society
Kerry Bron & Robert Levin

Cindy Goodman-Leib & Scott Leib
Rosemary & Howard Loevner  

Adrienne & Herbert Mallet
Marstine Family Foundation

The Myers Family Foundation
PNC Charitable Trusts 

Stuart Nord

Perlow Family Foundation
The Philip Chosky Charitable & Educational Foundation

The Pittsburgh Foundation
Plung-Resnick Family
Dorothy & Neal Pollon

The Rabin Family
Reitz Family Fund

Holly & Bruce Rudoy
The Rudolph Family

The Samuel, Fannie, & Irwin A. Solow Endowment Fund
Adele & Edgar Snyder

Barry Snyder
Merrill & Miroya Stabile

Stein Rich Family Foundation
Sylvia & Martin Snow Family Fund

Tippins Foundation
Robert & Mary Weisbrod Foundation

David Zeve
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